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I am going today to Bardoli for the preparation of successfully
carrying out the programme of civil disobedience and non-pay-
ment of taxes. I shall be back here in a week, maybe a month,
or a year, or perhaps I may not return at all. But one thing is
certain : we shall either win swaraj for India or we shall die.
India is slowly getting to be a holy land, aye, a purified country.
When truth is on our side, is defeat ever possible? There is salvation
or moksha today. [Lay] down your life gladly for truth. If some-
body asked me, "Where is Brahman2, what is it like?" then I shall
change this query and say, "Where is truth or satya, what is it
like" ? Truth is Brahman. Everybody after getting up early in the
morning should pray to God at least for a minute : "Oh! Al-
mighty God! Give me strength to die for my religion, to die for
the whole world". There is no salvation in death when dying,
there is salvation in death when dying willingly, when dying
gladly. Remember what Shri Krishna told Arjuna about the
Sthitaprajna3 in the second chapter of the Gita. Try to live like
that. There is pleasure and happiness in living, if God gives us
strength to die willingly and gladly while suffering innumerable
hardships and tyrannies, God has given me strength to die for
my country and for my religion.
There is a sort of contentment in self-denial. Last night I
was reading a book by Prof. Vaswani4. When writing about^self-
denial he has given the instance of Rana Pratap Singh5. His
thoughts are very beautiful. The self-denial of Pratap was very
great. After the fall of Chittor and when he found it impossible
to recapture it, what was the promise that he exacted from his
loyal standards? That was the promise of self-denial on their
part: "Until Chittor secures its independence, we shall not enjoy
1 For Gandhiji's comments on this report, vide "Notes", 9-2-1922, under
the sub-title "Too Sacred for Publication".
2 The Absolute
3 The man of steady intellect
4T. L. Vaswani (1879-1966); sage fromSind; author and founder of the
Mira educational institutions, Poona
5 Of Mewar, who fought bravely against the Moghul power in India for
many years and never submitted to it